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We have been combating male violence by strengthening
women’s solidarity since 1990. The solidarity we form with
women who struggle to get away from violence offers us
information and knowledge not only about the dynamics
of violence but also about the ways in which the existing
mechanisms function. Conventions and laws to which Turkey
is a party, first and foremost the Istanbul Convention and
the Law No. 6284, constitute the basis of the mechanisms to
combat violence against women. The experiences of women
who apply to the institutions to access the support they need
for getting away from violence renders it possible for us to
see the difficulties and the possibilities in the fight against
violence against women in Turkey.
The new period marked by the pandemic conditions and the
measures taken after the first coronavirus case was made
public in Turkey in March 2020 has been the beginning of a
new phase both for women’s struggle in combatting violence
and for the actions taken by the institutions responsible for
supporting women. During the pandemic, on the one hand, we
carried out works to further continue the solidarity we formed
with women at Mor Çatı, and on the other, we monitored what
the institutions responsible for combatting violence did. As
it is demonstrated by the monitoring reports we prepared,
during this period, the combat against male violence has
been shelved. We even witnessed that these institutions used
the pandemic as a pretext for not fulfilling their duties. The
fact that the Ministry of Family, Work and Social Services
did not prepare an emergency action plan, which would offer
solutions to the women who are trying to get away from
violence during the pandemic, resulted in serious disruptions.
Looking at what has been done by the state to combat male
violence, what we have been experiencing in 2020, and what
we learned from the experiences of women, we see that the
purported political will to combat violence against women
is wanting. When we consider the practices as well as our
experiences which we gained through women, we see that
the public institutions do not function in a way to address
women’s needs, do not make it possible for women to enjoy
their rights, do not work in coordination, and most of the time,
dump their responsibilities to other institutions.
The assaults against the Istanbul Convention were another
threat that we faced this year. On 20 March 2021 we learned
that Turkey had pulled out of the convention. The decision
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to withdraw came at a time when we were dealing with
important issues –such as the Istanbul Convention not being
properly implemented, and the recommendations offered by
the GREVIO report not being realized– and the opening of the
convention’s articles to discussion was utterly worrisome for
us. The decision to pull out from the convention not only means
that the state is not keeping its promise which it delivered in
an international arena to combat violence against women and
not recognizing its duties and responsibilities in combatting
against male violence, but also condemns women to violence.
We see behind the decision to refrain from mentioning the
Istanbul Convention in the “2020-2021 Coordination Plan for
Combatting Violence Against Women” the emphasis put on
importance of protecting family. Policies which are centered
around protecting family rather than strengthening and
empowering women constitute obstacles before effective
policies to combat violence and preclude the implementers
from acting in favor of women when fulfilling their duties.
Policies, practices, and circulars which do not prioritize
gender inequality as the source of male violence are doomed
to fail. For this reason, the notices and circulars issued by
the Ministry of Justice and Ministry of the Interior in late 2019
and early 2020 –and parts of which we criticized– were not
sufficient in ensuring women’s access to and exercise of their
rights. The notice included in the “Additional Covid Measures
under COVID-19”, which is announced by the Council of
Judges and Prosecutors and mandates “not to evaluate the
injunctions taken under Law No. 6284 in a way to pose any
threat to the health of the perpetrators under coronavirus
conditions” demonstrates not only that those perpetrating
violence are prioritized and protected but also constitutes an
important example as to how public bodies easily shirk from
combatting violence against women in situations of crisis.
Hoping that it would contribute to the struggle against
violence against women in Turkey, we share with you our
activity report which includes the works we carried out in 2020
and our observations regarding the dynamics of violence and
the functioning of various institutions.
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Since 1990,
40,000 women have passed
through the Mor Çatı. We know
that a life far away from violence
is possible, we know that we have
the power to transform.
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SOLIDARITY CENTER
Women solidarity centers are places where women access necessary supports to strengthen
themselves, to get away from violence, and to cope with violence. These centers offer consultancy,
information, and if necessary, referral support. The existence of solidarity centers where each
woman who wants to get away from violence can talk about her experiences without being judged
or discriminated against and can receive support which respects her unique situation and her own
decisions is important. Since 1990, Mor Çatı volunteers have been acting in solidarity with women
and children at the center. Until this day, over 40,000 women and children have received support.
Each day, on average ten women receive support from Mor Çatı by phone, e-mail or through faceto-face meetings. The center bases its works not on the idea of helping women, but on the idea of
forming women’s solidarity and collective struggle. Women mostly apply to Mor Çatı for sharing what
they have experienced and receiving information on their social and legal rights. Every woman who
reaches Mor Çatı is offered social support; and if needed, women can receive legal, psychological,
or shelter support. Women call Mor Çatı once or many times and may need different forms of
support simultaneously.

Social Support: Social support in Mor Çatı involves social works carried out with woman

who apply to Mor Çatı via phone calls or emails because of the violence they experience. Social
works involve the analysis of women’s needs and strengths as well as the risks involved which are
identified through the in-depth interviews that are carried out during the process. During the process,
women are listened to without any discrimination, and the fact that the violence they experience is
rooted in the patriarchal system and that they are not the ones who are responsible for this violence
is emphasized. In these interviews, the strengths of women are identified, and they are informed
about the basic information on their rights and the social support mechanisms to which they can
apply. When necessary, meetings with relevant institutions are conducted. Women are the ones
who are going to make the correct decisions for themselves. Volunteers of Mor Çatı who give social
support are not emancipated women. For this reason, during the process of receiving applications
we also rethink and question our own prejudices and value systems. To be a volunteer at Mor Çatı,
the volunteers must participate in workshops.

Legal Support: Majority of the women who are exposed to violence are not knowledgeable

about their legal rights or how to use them. This need of women is addressed through the legal
consultancy provided by our volunteer lawyers. We provide women with information pertaining to
the laws that they can refer to when they are exposed to violence and about the legal paths and
processes which they can pursue, and women are also informed about how they can access to legal
assistance in cases of limited finances. A very common situation in the field of law is that even the
positive provisions and articles in the law cannot be implemented due to the legal practitioners’
unfavorable approach to women. For this reason, it is of great importance that legal advisors also
have a women’s perspective.

Psychological Support: Psychological support is provided to women who have been
exposed to violence with the intention of both strengthening women’s coping mechanisms against
the intense feelings of despair, guilt, shame, and fear, and making it possible for women to distance
themselves from the effects of violence and to create new opportunities for building a new life for
themselves. In this sense, the psychological support that is carried out is important for women
and children in terms of being recognized, seen, heard, and having access to a safe and sheltered
space. For this reason, first and foremost, it is expected from everyone working in this field that
they should not believe that it is women who provoke violence or that women deserve this violence.
In short, psychologists who will support women are expected to have a women’s perspective and to
be knowledgeable about the dynamics of violence.
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In 2020
3355 interviews
were conducted
with 1687 women
who have applied
to Mor Çatı for
the first time

581 interviews
were conducted
with 161 women
who were
previously
offered support

In total 3936
interviews were
conducted

In the works we carry out in Mor Çatı and in forming solidarity with women we care about having
one-to-one conversations and interviews with women. We think that it is important for Mor Çatı
volunteers to engage in one-to-one interviews with the women who apply to Mor Çatı so that we can
understand women’s needs holistically, establish solidarity, and most importantly, the women who
apply to Mor Çatı can voice their own needs and wants themselves. Having one-to-one conversations
with the women who come to Mor Çatı for support is also an important part of mutual empowerment.
We experience that most of the time women apply to Mor Çatı personally; and sometimes in cases
when women or children do not directly contact Mor Çatı or in cases when there are other people
who want to support the women or the children, these people who want to offer support reach Mor
Çatı. In cases when the women or the child cannot contact Mor Çatı, we share the basic information
with the person who reached Mor Çatı, emphasizing the importance of one-to-one support.

In 2020, among the women who applied to Mor Çatı for the first time, 297
women contacted us not personally but through people who called us on
their behalf. Among these people were acquaintances/friends, relatives,
teachers, officials from institutions, bosses, psychologists, lawyers, and
strangers. Whereas last year 88% of the first interviews were conducted
with women personally, this year this number was 83%. Therefore, we
can claim that ratio wise more people had contacted us for a woman or a
child who has been exposed to violence in their vicinity.
The interviews were conducted face-to-face, through SMS, or via online platforms including e-mails,
WhatsApp, etc. We got into conversation not only with women themselves but having considered the
women’s needs and with their consent, we also talked to various institutions and lawyers that we
thought could support women.

395 of the
applications
were made
via e-mail,

24 were
made faceto-face,

1 was made
through a
letter,
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and 1267
were made
by phone.

We conducted
multiple
interviews with
639 women.
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In the interviews we conducted at the solidarity center, we sometimes
meet a woman only once and share with her the relevant information
about her rights and at other times we can monitor the applications of the
women. We can observe which institutions women apply to and what kind
of support they receive from those institutions. As women implement
their plans step by step, we can also continue to stand in solidarity
with them through multiple interviews. In 2020, we conducted multiple
interviews with 639 women. Thanks to these interviews we were able to
continue our observation and monitoring work. A significant part of the
experience we offer in the activity report is based on these observations.

E-mail Applications:
This year the number of applications we received via email has increased compared to the previous
years. Women who cannot find a comfortable time and place at their homes to speak on the phone
due to the pandemic contacted us through emails which provided them with a medium to express
themselves. We conducted in-depth interviews via email communication when necessary. We also
observed that women preferred to communicate via emails which provide a medium of privacy for
them. The fact that women try to contact via email when they cannot reach Mor Çatı by phone as
well as women’s efforts to maintain communication points at the ways in which women find to get
out of violence and demonstrate their strength.

•
•

1 woman having impaired hearing contacted Mor Çatı via email to talk about her rights
and the ways she can pursue to get out of violence. A long-term dialogue with the woman
about her access to the necessary social support mechanisms was maintained via email.
Via email, a space was created for 1 applicant who is below 18 years old to get into contact
with the child protection unit of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality.

As was the case in previous years women who contacted Mor Çatı were not only from Istanbul
but also from other cities of Turkey. Additionally, like the previous year, there was an increase
in the number of migrant and refugee women who applied to Mor Çatı. Of these women, 12 held
dual citizenship. 81 women were citizens of other countries. These countries include Afghanistan,
Germany, Azerbaijan, Brazil, China, Indonesia, Morocco, Palestine, South Africa, Holland, Iraq,
England, Iran, Ireland, Spain, Italy, Japan, North Cyprus, Kyrgyzstan, Colombia, Lebanon, Mexico,
Mongolia, Nigeria, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Russia, Syria, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, and Jordan.
When forming solidarity with the migrant or refugee women, if these women spoke Turkish or
English, they directly worked with the volunteer social worker. In cases when women did not speak
Turkish or English, we continued to form solidarity with women with the support of translators who
were fluent in the mother-tongues of the women.

Mor Çatı Women’s Shelter Foundation Activity Report 2020

7

Of all the persons who applied for the first time
in 2020 we know the ages of 1029 women.
16-24 : 224 persons
25-34 : 384 persons
35-44 : 270 persons
45-54 : 113 persons
55-64 : 28 persons
Over 65: 10 persons
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As was the case in previous years, mostly women who are between 25-34 years old contacted Mor
Çatı on account of being exposed to violence. Women who received support for being exposed to
violence were aged between 0-75. We see that whereas in the previous year the oldest person who
received support was 70 years old and there were only four people over 65, this year the oldest
person was 75 years old and there were ten people over 65. Five children who are below 15 years
of age either contacted us themselves or someone else contacted us to reach them.

Applications of Young Women
As was the case last year, this year the number of applications by young women increased. The
move to online education because of the pandemic resulted in many young women to return to
their family homes which led to an increase in the number of young women who applied to Mor
Çatı about the violence they experience at their family homes. The experiences of women who
return to their family homes show us that patriarchal system is reproduced, that the families
interfere in women’s lives, lifestyles, and behavioral codes and that violence is used a tool of
control to achieve these ends.

We are informed about the marital status of 1098
who reached Mor Çatı for the first time in 2020:
145 women are divorced
225 women are not
married

20 women are unofficially
married (religious
marriage)
10 women are widowed
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1 woman is a kuma
625 women are officially
married
2 women are engaged
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When we look at the experiences reported by women
who have reached Mor Çatı for the first time in 2020,
the perpetrators of violence are listed as follows:
844

97

81

64

57

57

54

30

28

21

16

16

11

7

3

husbands

ex-partners

relatives

3

fiancées

family
members

fathers

are other people
(nine people
are neighbors,
eight people are
colleagues, and
others)

mothers

1

friends

brothers

institutions

partners

strangers

children

ex-husbands

are relatives of
the husband/
partner

sisters

67 women reported that they
have been exposed to violence
by more than one person.

Women who apply to Mor Çatı for support tell us about the violence which
they have been exposed to or are experiencing. During the in-depth
interviews, in cases when women want to share with us, we had access to
information about those who collaborate with the perpetrators of violence
and those who have perpetrated violence in the past. Additionally, during
the interviews defining what is violence together with women renders
it possible for women to have an opportunity to voice and articulate the
violence to which they have been exposed.
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Of the women have applied to Mor Çatı on account
of the violence they have been exposed to by
their husbands, ex-husbands, partners, or expartners, we have information about the duration
of marriage/relationship of 347 women:
123

86

57

35 22 24

Married/in relationship
for 5 years or less:

6-10

11-15

16-20 21-25 25+

years

years

years

years years

COMBAT AGAINST VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
DURING THE PANDEMIC
The Covid-19 pandemic caused many changes in different spheres of life, and it also affected the
works that are being carried out in the solidarity center of Mor Çatı. The number of e-mail applications
have increased. Since it was not possible to conduct face-to-face interviews, particularly during
the first days of the pandemic, the interviews were conducted through online platforms. This way
we were able to conduct interviews with many women from different locations. Although early on
it was not possible to interview women face-to-face, in time, face-to-face interviews began to be
conducted after necessary precautions were taken. Also, early on, we took the applications through
a single phone number since we were working remotely. Only one social worker was responsible for
this number, therefore, the social work we carried out during that period was focused on addressing
the crises. As we got adopted to the new conditions, we began to articulate our needs more clearly
and transformed our solidarity center hotline into an online telephone central. In this way, we
continued to work in solidarity with women as before. The information we collected by forming
solidarity with each woman provided us with information about violence against women during the
pandemic. We wrote reports on the information we gathered from the interviews we conducted with
institutions that are responsible for fighting violence. In this process, we saw that the institutions
did not prepare emergency prevention plans for combatting violence against women and were not
able to address or respond to the needs of women. We prepared reports with the intention of
making public the malpractices women faced at various institutions during the pandemic. As it is
possible to see in these reports, pandemic was used as a pretext for not combatting violence against
women. Already existing issues and problems in the field got deeper and the pandemic resulted in
the malpractices to become more pervasive.
Although we saw an increase in the number of applications during the pandemic, when we compare
the number of women who applied to Mor Çatı for the first time in 2020 and the number of interviews
we conducted with the last year’s data, we can put forward several reasons to account for the
differences in numbers. In the first months of 2020, just like in previous years, we established
solidarity with women at the Mor Çatı solidarity center via phone calls, e-mails, and face-to-face
Mor Çatı Women’s Shelter Foundation Activity Report 2020
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interviews. Starting with March 16 all volunteers began to work from home, and we used the office
mobile phone to form solidarity. We only had one phone line and we were not able to conduct faceto-face interviews, therefore, during that period we functioned like an emergency hotline. During
this period when we responded to the applications via phone, we tried to answer all the phone calls
to the best of our abilities. Additionally, since August, we transformed our landline into an online
central; this way, we were able to respond simultaneously to more people through various phone
lines. This year, the applications we received via email were more in number compared to the
previous years. Therefore, it is important not to interpret the increase in the number of applications
and interviews conducted with women who apply to Mor Çatı for the first in terms of an increase in
male violence. The reason for the increase in the number of women who applied is linked first to
the fact that volunteer social workers have adapted their methods of receiving applications to the
extraordinary situation during the early days of the pandemic and secondly to our ability organize
our technical resources which made it possible for us to establish support mechanisms with women
even if we were working remotely from home.

Forms of Violence
Male violence against women are systematic forms of violent attitudes and behaviors against women
based on their gender both in domestic environments and in the outside world. Man perpetrates
violence against women on account of their gender and existing gender inequality to perpetuate
this form of inequality. Any man who resorts to violence do this consciously, in other words, they
choose to perpetrate violence. The violence to which women are exposed can come both from
strangers with whom they are not familiar and from men with whom they are familiar, such as the
men with whom woman share a house. Men use violence to control women, drain off their anger,
show power, punish women, or obtain personal gains over women. Physical, psychological, sexual,
economic, digital violence, and persistent stalking are forms of violence that men use to achieve
the abovementioned ends.
In 2020, women who have applied to Mor Çatı shared with us the forms of violence which they
experienced in the past or more recently. Additionally, there were women who called Mor Çatı
immediately after being exposed to violence to demand urgent support. Furthermore, there were
women whose phones had been confiscated after they reached Mor Çatı for support.
When women share what they have experienced, most of the time, they find it difficult to define the
forms of violence directly. This difficulty in articulating the violence they have experienced is voiced
through sentences such as “where should I begin” or “how should I tell” when they first reach Mor
Çatı. They may sometimes articulate the violence in terms of a “misunderstanding” or a “discord”
between themselves and the person who have perpetrated the violence. We also see that although
the women have been exposed to slapping, are knocked around, or treated violently with physical
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objects, they may trivialize and block out the
violence that they have been exposed with words
such as “it was not that kind of a violence”.
Generally, women are exposed to multiple forms
of violence simultaneously. In 2020, women who
received support from Mor Çatı were exposed to
psychological violence the most. Psychological
violence occurs when emotional integrity and
needs are exploited to control, humiliate, and
exert power over women and when these needs
are not addressed. Although it is not as easy to
detect and recognize psychological violence as
physical violence, we also observe that some
women are uncomfortable with the psychological
pressure exerted on them, and that they express
some forms of this pressure as “verbal violence”
or “emotional violence”. Some women realize
after in-depth interviews that what they have
experienced is actually a form of psychological
violence. When we talk to women, they have
shared with us that they were exposed to at least
one type of psychological violence by men such
as threatening, threatening to harm or actually
harming a child or a family member, cheating,
throwing women out of the house, isolation,
accusations, lying, forcing women into marriage
or preventing them from getting divorce, treating
her as though she is mentally unsound, and
threatening to commit suicide. In addition, the
women shared with us that during the pandemic
men increased their anxieties by saying, “I
hope you get infected with corona” or even by
threatening to infect them with coronavirus.
The second most common type of violence
women were exposed to is physical violence. We
encounter physical violence when physical and
bodily power and dominance is used to humiliate
and control women. While it is possible to see the
traces physical power leaves on women’s bodies,
we also observe that perpetrators consciously
choose to use violence in such a way to leave no
trace. In addition, we see that in some cases of
physical violence women’s or children’s physical
integrity is not directly targeted but men use
breaking objects and show physical dominance
by damaging things as a means of pressure and
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physical violence. Women shared with us that
they were exposed to forms of violence such as
beating, walking up to women, breaking objects,
stabbing, attempts at strangling, shooting with
a gun, hitting women’s body with an object. As a
result of these types of violence, women suffer
physical damages such as head trauma, broken
bones, burn marks, wounds, bruises, loss of
organ function as well as psychological effects
such as not being able to sustain their daily lives,
high levels of anxiety, loss of self-confidence,
self-blaming and feeling of worthlessness. In a
similar vein, women state that the men they lived
with during the pandemic ignored the coronarelated risks by going to crowded environments
carelessly and unnecessarily, and even spitting
to infect women.

Women shared with us that during
the pandemic men increased their
anxieties by saying, “I hope you
get infected with corona” or even
by threatening to infect them with
coronavirus.
We see that economic violence is used in cases
where economic power and domination are
used to control, oppress, and exploit women,
or when economic empowerment of women is
hindered. Women reported that men subject
them to economic violence by depriving them of
their right to education both as a child and as
an adult, by forced labor or by having them quit
their jobs, by not leaving money for the house,
by confiscating their earnings, by not taking
responsibility for the house and children, and
by having women both undertake care work
and try to find economic resources. We also
understand from the experiences of women
that men take out loans under women’s name;
use various debit cards and burden women
with indebtedness without the permission of
women; do not pay their alimony after divorce or
separation; work without insurance or sell their
properties to avoid paying alimonies or sharing
their properties in cases of divorce.
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We see sexual violence in cases where sexuality is used to police, control, punish and exert dominance
over women. Women may refrain from sharing their experience of sexual violence because they
feel ashamed and guilty. In our interviews, women told us that they have been subjected to various
forms of sexual violence such as rape (marital or otherwise), sexual abuse in their childhood, incest,
being threatened with sexual violence, forced pregnancy, forced prostitution, non-consensual anal
intercourse, sexual bullying with an object, being forced into sexual intercourse in front of children,
transmission of sexually transmitted diseases, and being forced into watching pornographic content.
We see that digital violence occurs when technological tools and the knowledge of using technology
are used to control, police, and punish women. In their interviews with us, women said that men
use various forms of violence such as confiscating their passwords of their digital tools, preventing,
or restricting women’s use of electronic tools of communication, unannounced/non-consensual
video/image/audio recording and threatening women with disseminating these recordings without
women’s permission, sending their contact information to the third parties, and sharing their private
talks and messages with other people. We see that men use this form of violence to prevent women
from leaving them, to control their social circles that support them, or to completely isolate them
from her social circles.
We see stalking in cases where there are deliberately repetitive threatening attitudes and behaviors
that make women feel constantly on edge, that cause them to fear and worry about violence. Women
told us that men subject them to violence various forms such as constantly sending messages or
e-mails, insistently calling, trying to reach the woman by bothering women’s family, following her
on her social media accounts, appearing in unexpected places, sending romantic or creepy gifts,
locating her, taking her pictures with a drone, and humiliating her in presence of other people. We
have also observed that there were women who had to quit their jobs or were fired because of these
acts of violence.

We are informed about the types of violence faced by
1279 women who applied to the shelter for the first
time in 2020. Women are exposed to multiple forms
of violence simultaneously.

1164

849

374

61

44

8

women were
subjected to
psychological
violence,

women faced
stalking by
men,

women were
subjected
to physical
violence,

women were
subjected to
digital violence,

Mor Çatı Women’s Shelter Foundation Activity Report 2020

women were
exposed to
economic
violence,

women were
subjected to
dating violence.

197

women
were
exposed
to sexual
violence,

It was
reported that
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Male Perpetrators of Violence
In defining male violence, feminists have expanded the scope of struggle against male violence by
pointing to psychological, sexual, economic and digital violence besides physical violence. Due to
unique dynamics brought about by the pandemic, we have observed that men produce new methods
of violence. Trying to transmit the virus by spitting or threatening to infect women were the two
of the newly invented methods. On the other hand, we observed that women had difficulties in
accessing the support they need because of the fact that they share the same environment with
women 24/7 especially between March and June, when the risk is felt more intensely.
We see that impunity is particularly effective in the continuation of male violence. Women report
that when they apply to institutions, their complaints are not taken into account, the institutions
attempt at mediating between women and the perpetrators of violence, and the criminal cases
against perpetrators of violence are concluded with fines, and perpetrators are granted amnesty
after they serve their time for a while.
Women report that men tell them, “I’ll serve time for a few years and be released anyways” and
continue using violence. In addition, we see that men use the content of the news of violence
against women in the media as a means of threat. We see that men threaten women saying, “You
will end up like that woman”, “If you don’t do what I say, you will end up like that woman”, “You
complain to the police, they will anyway release me”, “I will be in prison for 3-5 years at most”.
We also experienced that men who are imprisoned for violence against women are released from
prison and then inflict violence on women again. Although the Circular on Combating Violence
against Women issued by the Ministry of Interior on January 2, 2020 stipulates that perpetrators
of violence will be closely followed after their release or escape from prison, we saw that the
perpetrators inflicted severe psychological and physical violence when they left the prison and
went to see the women and that women had to go to a shelter for their safety, and some women
had to change cities to avoid encountering the perpetrator.

Those who search for women who get away from
violence
Due to the misunderstanding that all the women’s shelters in Turkey are affiliated to Mor
Çatı, the Mor Çatı Solidarity Center was called 108 times by those who wanted to learn the
whereabouts of the women who applied to a shelter. In response to these calls, which are
mostly done by male perpetrators of violence and seldom by women’s relatives, we give the
information that the location of shelters is confidential and sharing their location is illegal.
Generally, men who did not admit that women go to shelters because they were exposed
to violence tried to reach women or learn their whereabouts with manipulations such as
“There was no violence, we just had an argument”, “She was already mentally ill, she left”,
or “My wife was not well, I am worried about my child”.
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Supports Women Need to Get Away from Violence
When women call us to get away from violence they are exposed to, they can also articulate their
various needs and requests. Given the uniqueness of their experience, each woman may have
different needs that need to be addressed. In the social work we carry out at the Mor Çatı solidarity
center, we both listen to women’s demands and point out the supports that may be important
for them in accordance with our experiences. In 2020, women reached Mor Çatı to share their
experiences, to learn about their social and legal rights, and to be legally supported.

Of women we had interviews in 2020,
502

women
requested
shelter,

435

women
requested
legal support,

313

women
requested social
assistance,

123

women requested
psychological
support for herself
or for her child.

In addition to all these, women can also call Mor Çatı for support in finding a flat and job, guidance
on abortion, finding a school or daycare center for their children, and requesting medical assistance.
Women call us either because they do not know how to meet these demands and needs, or because
they have various support mechanisms before calling Mor Çatı but were unable to receive support or
because they encountered intimidating, sketchy, and false information. Social work was carried out
with women applying to Mor Çatı to understand their needs and demands in a holistic manner and to
make appropriate referrals, and in doing so, we could provide support. In line with women’s needs
and demands, volunteer lawyers of Mor Çatı provided legal counseling, and women were referred
to institutions such as legal aid units of bar associations where they could receive long-term and
sustainable support. In a similar vein, in line with their needs and demands, women received support
from Mor Çatı volunteer mental health professionals for psychological and psychiatric support and/or
they were referred to institutions such as hospitals and psychological support units of municipalities.
In addition, their requests concerning their children were directed to the relevant institutions. Women
received support from Mor Çatı volunteer professionals free of charge. Due to the pandemic, these
supports mostly took place on online platforms. Sometimes women could not find a private space to
have online conversations in their own homes; while some had to stop seeing their therapies for this
reason, some women had their therapy sessions from the meeting rooms in the Mor Çatı solidarity
center when we started to go to the office.
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When we compare the demands that we received in 2020 with the previous year, we see that there is
a qualitative increase in all forms of demands. It is possible to explain this increase by the increase
in our capacity to address applications at the Mor Çatı solidarity center in 2020 and by our efforts
to respond to almost all the applications in the early months of the pandemic. Also, we can say that
women’s demand for social assistance also increased. The economic crisis that we also mentioned
last year, the decrease in purchasing power, and the increasing poverty were exacerbated with the
pandemic and caused women to lose their jobs. Women also shared with us that they could either
not benefit from the pandemic-specific aid or that the assistance was not sufficient. So much so that
some women called us only for requesting social assistance. Therefore, we can argue that women
had to request more social assistance due to the effects of a crisis such as a pandemic.

Support requested

1042

620

557

451

176

57

23

22

15

10

3

women requested
experience
sharing regarding
processes of
combating violence,

women
requested
psychological
support,

women
requested
healthcare
support,

women
requested
legal
support,

women
requested
employment
support,

women
requested
psychological
support for their
children,
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women
requested
shelter,

women
requested
support on
abortion,

women
requested
social
assistance or
social support,

women
requested
support for
finding a flat,

women
requested
support for
school/daycare
center.
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Works with Children and Adolescents
Children and adolescents can witness violence by seeing and hearing as much as they can be
directly exposed to violence. Exposure to violence can have different effects on each child. In our
works we carried out with women in the Mor Çatı solidarity center, we observe the principle of the
best interest of the child and take children’s needs into consideration. This work can be carried out
by having a one-on-one interview with a child with the permission of the parent or a trusted adult, or
it can be carried out by the applicant women’s communication of the child’s needs with us. In 2020,
19 children and adolescents were interviewed by the solidarity center for reasons of psychological,
sexual, and physical violence they experienced, taking into account the needs of the child. We referred
eight women who applied for their children’s need for psychological support due to the violence
they experienced in line with their needs. On the other hand, women requested psychological and
legal support for the sexual abuse or incest they were exposed to in their childhood.

Support Requested from Institutions
Responsible for Preventing Violence
against Women
We observe that the support provided by the institutions responsible
for combating violence against women is vital for women to
get away from violence. The responsibilities of the institutions
have been determined by various agreements, regulations, and
circulars especially the Law No. 6284. Through the experiences
of women who have applied to Mor Çatı, we have the chance to
monitor the way these institutions work and the quality of their
support.
Women apply to various institutions to benefit from the support
they need and demand after they experience violence. The
singularity of each woman, the socio-economic networks in which
they can receive support, and the presence of children they need
to take care determine and diversify the support that women may
need and request. In addition, male violence against women can
have various effects on women and children who are exposed to
or witnessed it. Considering all these factors, how women are
welcomed in institutions, what kind of support is provided, the
attitudes of institutions towards male violence against women, and
whether women can access the support they need and demand
are essential for women and their children to build a life free
from violence. The solidarity we establish with women and the indepth interviews we conduct allow us to observe the institutions
that women receive support from and to monitor the support they
provide. The experiences in 2020 have shown that the action and
coordination plans of this year are far from the revisions made in
the circulars of the ministry and the coordination aimed.
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ŞÖNİM
(Violence
Prevention
and Monitoring
Center)
Law Enforcement
Ministry of
Family, Labor
and Social
Services
183 HOTLINE
Foundation
for Social
Solidarity and
Assistance
(SYDV)
Ministry of
National
Education

51 times

110 women

8 women
4 women
3 women

2 women

Civil Registry
Office

2 women

Municipalities

3 women

Prosecutor’s
Office

1 women

Bar
Associations

7 women

Law Court

1 women

Healthcare
institutions

2 women
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ŞÖNİM (Violence Prevention and
Monitoring Center)

•

1 woman who went to a shelter in another city
with her children to get away from violence she was
subjected to by her husband shared that she stayed
in shelters in two different cities for a long time,
and then, as her children could not stand to stay
in a closed environment any longer, she decided
to rent a house in a different city by taking care of
their development. She had a confidentiality order
issued within the scope of Law No. 6284, which was
registered in the city where she stayed in a shelter
for the last time. She stated that she could not apply
for social assistance and support in the city where
she stayed because the confidentiality order was
issued in another city. We saw that ŞÖNİM did not
provide sufficient coordination with ŞÖNİMs in other
cities for the implementation of this confidentiality
order. Since this coordination was not provided, the
applicant woman told us that she could not enroll
her elder children in school, she could not change
her residence registration, and she could not apply
for social support. She also told us that since ŞÖNİM
failed to coordinate with other ŞÖNİMs, she had to
go from one institution to the other all the time, she
had to explain the violence she was exposed to all
over again, and that it was very exhausting for her.

•

When we called Ankara ŞÖNİM for 1 woman
who could not receive support from ŞÖNİM in her
city, Ankara ŞÖNİM said that they could support
her for coordination, that the woman could get
counseling from them and expedited the Social
Economic Support application made to Social
Services.

•

Ankara Metropolitan Municipality women’s
shelter supported 1 woman with a boy older than
12 years old to settle in the shelter with her child.
In doing so, the woman had the opportunity to
settle down with her children in a safe place and
make a plan, and she did not have to live with the
perpetrator.

•

Istanbul ŞÖNİM’s monitoring of women’s
confidentiality orders and providing the necessary
coordination helped women not return to a violent
environment. oldu.
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Ministry of National Education

•

The child of 1 woman who stayed in the ŞÖNİM shelter while she was attempting to get away
from violence was not enrolled in the school because there was no confidentiality order. When the
woman wanted to enroll her child in school after she moved into the shelter, it was decided that
the child would repeat the grade regardless of the board’s decision on the grounds that he was
not registered.

•

In order not to violate a child’s right to study in an Anatolian High School, ŞÖNİM contacted
the Ministry of National Education and supported the woman and her child in this regard.

Civil Registry Office

•

1 woman could not support social support mechanisms because she could change her
address registry from the civil registry office due to a confidentiality order.

Municipality

•

The Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality facilitated 1 women’s process of finding a daycare
center, and as a result of quickly evaluating the needs of the women and establishing cooperation,
the woman was able to access a daycare support in the close proximity of her house. Another
woman was provided with daycare support for her 2 children.

Mor Çatı Shelter
Shelters are spaces where women who have been subjected to male violence can stay with their
children and where they can receive social, psychological, and legal support in order to build a
violence-free and independent life. Besides, shelters are not only spaces where women can get
away from violence and access the support they need, they are also spaces where women can be
in solidarity with other women because they stay in a women-only environment.
Mor Çatı Shelter, opened in 2009 with a capacity of 18 beds, has been operating for the last 10
years with the financial support of Şişli Municipality. The protocol signed with Şişli Municipality
was renewed and it was decided to continue this cooperation for 2020.

Mor Çatı Shelter
provided shelter support
to a total of 28 people in
January-December 2020 that
are 10 women, 1 adolescent,
6 children and 3 babies who
have been receiving support
since 2019 and 7 women and
2 babies who are accepted in
2020.

28

people

are provided shelter support.
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During the admission procedure and
providing necessary support in Mor
Çatı, women were not discriminated in
terms of age, language, religion, sexual
orientation, ethnicity, or legal status.

In 2020
the age of women
who applied to
the shelter varied
between

20-58

while that of their
children varied
between

0-12

years old

Among women who stayed
in Mor Çatı Shelter
1

1

was literate,

was primary
school graduate,

6

4

were secondary
school graduates,

were high school
graduates,

4

1

were university
graduate

graduated from
higher education

Boys under 18, who
come to the shelter
with their mothers,
can also stay in the
shelter regardless
of age. We embrace
the principle that
everyone is a child
until the age of 18. In
public or municipal
shelters boys under
12 are not admitted to
the shelter with their
mothers, which in
turn prevents women
who do not want to
leave their children
from going to the
shelter.
There is not a
standard length of
stay from women
who come to Mor Çatı
Shelter.
Each woman’s length
of stay in the shelter
varied according
to their resources,
conditions, and goals.

institutions.
Mor Çatı Women’s Shelter Foundation Activity Report 2020

20

Women’s Reasons for Applying to Mor Çatı
Shelter and the Types of Violence They Have Been
Subjected to

•

7 women said that they were subjected to physical, psychological, and economic violence by
their husbands during their marriage; of them, 1 woman said that physical violence amounted
to severe injury while another woman stated that she was deprived of support and resources
because she was a refugee,
6 women said that they applied to the shelter because of the violence they have been
subjected to by their fathers and/or brothers in their families,
1 woman stated that she had left our shelter after receiving support following the
violence she was subjected to by her brother, but that she applied to the shelter again due to
unemployment and lack of social-economic shelter after leaving the shelter.
1 woman said that she was forced into marriage by her family at a young age, and then
she was subjected to psychological and physical violence by her husband; that her husband was
violent towards her to the extent that he could have killed her several times; and finally, that he
had seriously injured her. She said that she applied to the shelter after her family threatened to
force her into marriage once again.
1 migrant woman said that she was subjected to physical, psychological, and economic
violence by her partner for years and the dose of violence drastically increased when she wanted
to leave.
1 woman stated that she had left home due to being forced into marriage, deprived of her
right to education, and subjected to severe physical violence and that she needed a shelter again
because of the lack of support she received in shelters and the security gaps in her post-shelter
life.
2 women said that they had to flee home and apply to the shelter because their families
wanted to force them into marriage and that they were exposed to physical, psychological, and
economic violence.
1 woman stated that she needed shelter because her boyfriend, with whom she broke up
because he was violent, continued to stalk her and threatened to kill her by holding a gun to her
head.
1 woman said that she applied to the shelter because her family wanted to force her into
marriage and because she was deprived of her right to education and exposed to psychological
violence.
1 woman said that she was forced to work as a child and that she was exposed to physical,
psychological, and economic violence by her brother.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

As in previous years, in-depth interviews conducted with women upon their application showed that
although many women were admitted to the shelter for the reasons listed above, they had also been
exposed to various forms of violence by other people. For instance, 2 women staying in the shelter
in 2020 had been sexually abused in their childhood; 6 women shared that they had been exposed
to physical, psychological, and economic violence by their families.
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Applications by Young Women are Increasing
One of the prominent issues regarding women who have applied to shelters since 2019 is that the
number of applications by young women is rising. We observed that young women leave home
for reasons such as being forced into marriage, being deprived of their right to education and
employment, and interference in their social lives. We also saw that young women struggle to build
a free and independent lives for themselves. Young women, whose access to information about
the shelters has increased, applied to the shelters to make decisions about their lives and showed
solidarity with each other here. What was particularly remarkable in 2020 was the fact that the
intensity of violence increased because young women’s freedoms are further restricted at home
due to the pandemic, universities had to provide distant education, and young women had to return
to their family houses. All of this caused women to need shelter to get away from home.

SHELTER WORK DURING THE PANDEMIC
Due to coronavirus pandemic that has spread all over the world and in Turkey for a year, shelter
work has considerably changed. These changes have greatly affected both working practices and
life in the shelter.
Even before the pandemic women had difficulties in accessing support they needed to get away
from violence. During the pandemic, the support mechanisms that weren’t working well enough
almost came to a standstill. This has made it difficult not only for the operation of the shelter but
also for women who were exposed to violence to access the social support they need. Women were
laid off or furloughed because of the pandemic. Two women were laid off due to the pandemic and
could not find job for a long time because of the pandemic related restrictions. Another woman
was sent to an unpaid leave for an indefinite period. Women, who had difficulties due to layoffs and
closure of workplaces during the pandemic, also faced hardships in getting support from social
assistance mechanisms. On the other hand, we observed that during the pandemic, women who have
confidentiality order within the scope of Law No. 6284 also have had difficulties while using healthcare
services. Especially in the early stages of the pandemic, there were difficulties in accessing the test,
later these difficulties reached to the extent that women faced pressure to share their addresses and
information in hospitals and women could not be tested because they were not allowed to refrain
their information, or their information was protected by the confidentiality order. Many women faced
reluctance in the hospitals to create a confidential registration. At the same time, we witnessed that
even though it cannot be shared, women staying in the shelter were forced to share their addresses
and give information.
With the spread of the pandemic, in an effort to help women and children staying in the shelter go
through this process in a healthy environment, we made risk assessments collectively and took
measures such as stopping the use of public transportation, limiting the entrance and exit to the
shelter with essential needs, and pre-planning the work-sharing between women in cases where
social workers cannot reach the shelter.
During the pandemic, we started to hold the weekly interviews we have with each woman in the
shelter online. In these interviews, we talked about from time to time the changes and concerns
brought by the pandemic, the experiences of being together with a large group in a house for 24
hours, and the possibilities of solidarity under these conditions. In addition to personal interviews,
we also held online group meetings with women about the everyday life in the shelter. During these
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meetings, we regularly discussed with women the ways to reduce
problems that may arise from the collective life and the solutions
to facilitate living together and the precautions that can be taken
in the shelter due to coronavirus.
In this period, social work with children in the shelter continued
online. During the regular interviews, we saw that the children
affected by violence in different ways were also emotionally
affected by the uncertainty experienced during the pandemic. At
the same time, in order to support mothers, we gave information
to mothers about how they can talk to their children about the
coronavirus, the emotional reactions that children might give,
and what kind of activities they can do to support their children’s
development.
While the shelter work was carried out remotely during the
pandemic, we ensured the safety of the shelter and the women
with the solidarity of the women and employees who stayed in the
shelter. As is the case with male violence, women have ensured
their own safety by talking about the risks in a pandemic and
having the right information and resources on how to protect
themselves.
Although collective life in the shelter brought many difficulties
during the pandemic, we observed that the women staying in
the shelter were able to cope with these difficulties thanks to
women’s solidarity. Women supported each other in this difficult
process by cooking meals for each other, sharing their resources,
experiences, and knowledge with each other, organizing reading
hours and watching movies together. During the pandemic, we
have observed once again that women staying in shelters do not
need supervision but rather spaces to empower themselves.

WOMEN’S EXPERIENCES

In this section of the
report, we will focus
on the stories of
women and children
who stayed in the
shelter in the entire
year of 2020 and
whose experiences
of various forms of
violence we have
mentioned above.
Social work carried
out with the women
and their children
in the shelter
allows us to obtain
detailed information
about the forms of
violence they have
been subjected
to, apart from the
violence that is the
reason for applying
to Mor Çatı.

Physical Violence
We understood that women were exposed to life-threatening and
serious injuries as a result of physical violence perpetrated by
men. In addition to beatings, men harm women with methods
such as pulling hair, dragging women by hair, stabbing, strangling,
hitting women’s body with an object, walking up to them with a
knife, spitting, putting a gun to their head, and water-soaking
them and keeping them in winter.
A woman shared that she was stabbed by her husband and
severely injured and that she was hospitalized in the intensive
care unit while another woman was taken to the hospital due to
the suspicion of internal beating because she suffered severe
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beating. As the most severe form of physical
violence, women stated that they are frequently
threatened with death by violent men, that this
threat sometimes is done with weapons, and
that these threats increase when women say
that they will leave or get divorced. Although
women sometimes resort to an institution when
they were exposed to violence, we observed that
women do not apply to any health or security
institution for a long time because they are
afraid of the perpetrator or did not trust judicial
authorities, or because they have been subjected
to ill-treatment in their previous applications and
could not get support. In addition, we observed
that women experienced chronic health problems
due to the severe physical violence they were
exposed to.
1 woman said that her chronic illness recurs
constantly due to physical violence by her father
and brother. 2 women shared that their husbands
forced their children to use physical violence
against them (their mothers). Additionally, it
was understood that physical violence against
women continued during pregnancy and women
had miscarriages because of it.
Women’s narratives showed that in the cycle of
violence, their husbands used violence again when
they returned home after a separation period.
We understood that women who returned home
after resorting to various institutions, particularly
to law enforcement agencies and shelters, were
subjected to psychological violence such as
insults, slander, accusations besides severe
forms of physical violence.
1 woman said that her husband punched her in
the eye after she had to go back to her violent
home environment because of the bad shelter
conditions while another woman shared that her
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husband beat her heavily, saying “you slept with
the police there”.
Stating that she applied to the shelter because
her family did not support her after she left
home; 1 woman said that her brother threatened
her with death when she told her family that she
was going to the shelter.

Sexual Violence and Marital Rape
We observed that women are frequently exposed to
sexual violence both outside and within marriage.
Marital rape was one of the most common cases
we have encountered. Additionally, we observed
that none of the women thought that marital
rape was a crime according to the law and that
it was a common belief that all sexual demands
in a marital relationship should be responded
positively. For these reasons, the women were
surprised to learn that marital rape is a crime.
In addition, we saw that women are exposed to
various forms of sexual violence such as being
forced to sexual intercourse with the threat of
violence against children, being forced to have
anal intercourse by force, being forced to use
objects during intercourse, being forced into
unwanted sexual fantasies, being forced to
have intercourse during menstruation, being
not allowed to use contraceptive methods and
being forced to get pregnant due to not using
contraceptive methods. 1 woman shared with us
that she got pregnant after her husband raped
her and that her husband used it as a punishment
to prevent her from breaking up with him. 1
woman stated that her husband did not allow
her to use contraceptive methods and often took
her to gynecologist for her to get pregnant and
that her husband threatened her not to ask the
gynecologist for help regarding contraception.
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While 2 women shared their experiences of
sexual abuse during their childhood, most of
them stated that they were either forced to marry
or forced into marriage by their families as a
child or at an early age.

1 woman said that her father forced her to take
religious education; another woman said that her
father woke her up every morning with insults;
and yet another woman shared that her uncle
wanted to force her into marriage.

Psychological and Digital Violence

When women who experience violence in their
marriages want to get away from a violent
environment, they are not supported by their
families and experience serious psychological
violence. Especially when families say, “If you’ll
come, leave your children” women feel unsupported
and lonely, and it creates a psychological pressure
on women because they do not want to leave their
children in a violent environment.

We observed that men used psychological violence
as another form of violence to make women lose
their self-confidence, to make them feel helpless
and to control them. Women particularly shared
that their bodies and sexuality were humiliated
with sexist swear words and insults. Women’s
narratives also revealed that when women do
not conform to the sexist division of labor or to
men’s expectations, they are frequently exposed
to various forms of humiliation, ridiculing, or
insult “What kind of a woman are you?”
We also understood that men use methods such
as punishing women by cheating on them for many
years or by telling women about their affairs. On
the other hand, we frequently encountered that
men used psychological violence and put pressure
on women by claiming that they were cheating
on them. Another prominent issue is that women
frequently stated that men with whom they want
to break up resort to threats to harm them, their
families, and their children. In addition to all this,
we understood that perpetrators of violence use
methods such as locking women in rooms as a
punishment.
1 woman said that her father locked her in a
dark room for hours to punish her while another
woman stated that her husband locked her in the
bathroom after beating her.
We saw that young women who applied to our
shelter due to violence they were exposed to by
their families were also frequently subjected
to psychological violence by their fathers and
brothers. It was understood that young women
were subjected to psychological violence such
as being forced into marriage by their families,
having the income they earned confiscated, being
deprived of their right to education, being forced
to wear headscarf, being threatened by with
physical violence and death threat, and insults.
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Another form of violence, one that is expressed
particularly by young women, is digital violence.
Women say that their social media accounts are
constantly monitored by their partners or husbands,
or they are prohibited to use social media. Women
shared with us that they were threatened via
messages especially when they declared that they
were breaking up and that their phones were taken
away from them as a punishment.

Divorce/Separation
We observed that in 2020 men used psychological
violence against women in many ways when they
were in the process of divorce/separation. This
is particularly common concerning children’s
custody. Men who do not take any responsibility
in terms of childcare and children’s emotional
and physical needs throughout marriage, insist
on the custody of their children only to intimidate
women, put pressure on women and maintain
their control on women. This causes divorce
cases to proceed contentiously and to take a
very long time. We observed that women are
psychologically worn out during these processes.
In addition, we observed that most of the women
who want to divorce or separate are threatened,
exposed to stalking and digital violence by men
who have already been violent towards these
women. Men with whom women want to break
up threaten women by using digital tools such
as phone and social media, stalking them, and
trying to learn women’s workplaces, children’s
schools, and the places they live.

Social Isolation
Yet as another form of violence, we observed that men, particularly using the pretexts of jealousy,
systematically isolated women by preventing women and children from leaving the house and
communicating with other people. In this respect, 14 women shared with us that they were severely
restricted socially by their families, husbands, or partners and that they are exposed to things such
as house arrest, confiscation of their phones, not being able to go even to the grocery story, not
being allowed to look out the window, and being insulted even when a man passes by on the road.
1 woman told us that she was subjected to room confinement with her child for years and that she
had to relearn even walking when she got out. Women also frequently shared that in addition to
isolation, they were expelled from their home by brute force whenever their husbands wanted to.
We observed that women are often threatened by their husband with losing their children if they get
a divorce or leave them. Men force women to stay in a marriage or relationship with threats such as
“You can go but I will not give the children”, “I will not let you see your child if you go”.
Most of the young women said that they were forced by their families to drop out of school and to
work or were forced to leave their education since their families did not allow them to go to school.
Also, the women shared with us that their husbands and partners tried to break women’s family
ties and prevented them from meeting with their friends. This seriously restricts women’s access
to resources both socially and economically and causes leaves them without support when they are
exposed to violence.

Economic Violence
As in previous years, we saw that economic violence is heavily used by men. The women shared with
us that men force women to work, confiscate their incomes, prevent them from saving or confiscate
their savings, do not allow them to work, expect women to meet the household and food expenses
and children’s needs with very little money as forms of economic violence. The women also stated
that they were impoverished to the point of starvation and that they had to come to shelter when
there was nothing left to eat at home. We observed that women who cannot work at home due to
childcare responsibilities are frequently exposed to economic violence.
Another common form of economic violence is the confiscation of a woman’s credit or debit card by
the man she was married to, or by her father or brother and making woman go into debt by shopping
with their cards or taking out loans on their behalf. In addition, most of the women stated that men
threw them out of the house or threatened so after they used violence against those women.
We observed that as a common form of economic violence, men make divorce cases difficult and put
pressure on women in order not to pay alimony. We also saw that even cases of alimony settlement,
men do not pay alimony or pay in very few amounts. While women try to fight poverty caused by
their exposure to violence, they also have to meet all their and their children’s needs on their own.
Besides, we saw that the legal enforcement procedures that need to be pursued in cases of lack of
alimony payment are wearisome for women.
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Male Violence Against Babies, Children and Adolescents
We observed that in 2020, physical, economic, and
psychological violence experienced by women
during pregnancy had impacts on the baby, and
the nutritional problems experienced by women
as a result of economic violence negatively
affected baby’s health even before it was born.
We also observed that in addition to physical
and mental problems caused by the exposure
of children to physical violence, children’s
witnessing the violence at home results in the
abuse of children and affects their psychology
negatively. Besides, we saw that fathers neglect
their children by not meeting their basic emotional
and physical needs. Due to neglect and abuse,
the children have problems in their physical,
mental, emotional, and linguistic development
and nutritional problems.
In individual interviews with children, adolescents,
and their mothers, we learned about many
different forms of violence that children are
exposed to:

•
•
•
•

2 (1.5-year-old) children were born as a
result of marital rape,
1 (2.5-year-old) girl witnessed the physical
and psychological violence her father inflicted
on her mother,
1 (4-year-old) girl’s communication with
her was interrupted because her father put a
ban on her mother’s language,
1 (4-year-old) boy witnessed physical and
psychological violence by his father against his
mother and did not speak at home until they
applied to the shelter; he was also subjected to
physical violence under the guise of his father
claims that “we are playing a game”,
1 (5-year-old) boy was subjected with his
mother to room confinement until he was 2
years old and he experienced psychological
neglected since his emotional needs were not
met,
1 (7-year-old) girl witnessed the physical
and psychological violence her father inflicted
on her mother and was forced to live in the
same house with the person with whom her

father had been cheating on her mother for a
while,
1 (8-year-old) girl was subjected to
systematic physical and psychological violence
by her father and her basic needs were not
met,
1 (11-year-old) boy was forced by his
father to punch his mother and the boy was
subjected to physical violence when he refused
to do so.

•
•

In the studies we carried out with children in the
shelter in 2020, we saw that children are often
used as mediators of violence by their fathers.
Children and adolescents were forced by their
fathers to punch, kick, and spit on their mothers,
and when they did not do so, they were exposed
to violence. Additionally, we observed that men
value boys more than girls, buy them gifts, and
pay more attention, especially at their younger
age.
One of the striking points in children’s narratives
is that most of the children were born as a result
of unwanted pregnancies due to marital rape. It
has been understood that this negatively affects
the bond between mother and child. In particular,
the fact that men do not take any responsibility
for the care and basic needs of children causes
women to take all the childcare responsibilities
alone and to have difficulties in childcare. For
this reason, women, feeling incompetent, often
experience the fear that their children’s custody
will be given to the father despite their efforts to
take care of their children.

•
•
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Support Provided to Women and Children
in Shelter
We provided various forms of support to the women, children, and adolescents staying in the shelter
through individual and group work. Every woman, adolescent, and child staying in the shelter met
with their social worker once a week. These interviews were conducted with an approach that
considers that the first step towards empowerment is recognizing the mechanisms and dynamics
of violence and recognizing that the violence experienced is not women’s fault. In these regular
interviews, the women discussed their goals and plans in order to establish a life free from violence,
the resources they have to realize these goals, and how they can overcome the difficulties they face
during the process with the social worker.
We held regular weekly meetings with the adults in order to plan the daily life and to strengthen
collective life in the shelter. In addition, we held weekly regular meetings with children in order
not to neglect children’s needs and opinions. We observed that these meetings created a space of
solidarity by contributing to the development of women’s and children’s problem-solving skills with
non-violent methods and by contributing to the discussion of problems and solutions regarding the
collective life in the shelter. With the outbreak of the pandemic in March 2020, we continued our
regular meetings and talks using online tools.

•

We continued group work and meetings with mothers during the pandemic to support motherchild communication, to increase cooperation between them, to enable mother and child to combat
violence as a “team”, and to overcome the difficulties they may encounter in their lives together. At
the meetings, we talked with mothers and children about non-violent communication, gender roles,
playing games with children, the role of motherhood in society, and sexual education for children.

•

In the shelter, we provided information and organized artistic activities in group meetings
organized to support children in areas such as communication, gender, recognizing and
expressing their feelings, problem solving, recognizing, and giving approval to their body, and
creativity and productivity.
As part of our work with adolescents in the shelter, we worked on issues such as gender and
peer violence in individual interviews with adolescents.
In addition to the support provided in the shelter, we referred women and children to
institutions which might provide support and work that will help them get away from violence and
become stronger:

•
•
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•
•
•
•
•

Women were referred to the Legal Aid Unit of the Istanbul Bar Association for legal support,
and to Mor Çatı volunteer lawyers for legal consultancy support.
For psychological and psychiatric support, women and children were directed to Mor Çatı
psychologists, psychological counselling units of municipalities, of various non-governmental
organizations and related health institutions.
For social assistance, women were directed to the Governor’s Office and District Governor’s
Social Assistance and Solidarity Foundations as well as to the relevant metropolitan and district
municipalities.
For academic support, women and children were referred to Mor Çatı volunteers and
municipalities for children to receive assistance in their schoolwork.
Women were directed to institutions that provide training and vocational courses in line with
their needs.
In 2020, too, women had difficulty in receiving the relevant support from the institutions they requested
support from time to time. In these cases, in addition to helping the women insist on accessing
support and submit written requests, we made interviews by calling the relevant institutions and
wrote Social Review Reports (SIR) for the support requested.
Apart from these, we met women’s especially daily necessities, clothing, and school supplies by inkind donations to Mor Çatı. Besides, we provided regular support to women and children for their
medical needs, legal and transportation expenses.

Moving out of the Shelter

•

1 woman moved out of the shelter with her children by renting an apartment with the economic
support and in-kind donations they received from the Ministry of Family, Labor and Social Services,
Istanbul Governor’s Office Social Assistance and Solidarity Foundation, Istanbul Metropolitan
Municipality Women’s Coordination Center, District Governor’s Offices, district municipalities and
Mor Çatı volunteers.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 woman moved in with her family to receive support from them.
1 woman rented an apartment with her friends.
1 woman moved in with an acquaintance of hers.
1 refugee woman moved into a different shelter after her husband located her.
1 woman went back to the environment where they had been exposed to violence.
Shelter support to 1 woman was cut off due to her violating the shelter rules.
1 woman was referred to a dormitory to prepare for university exams.
1 woman was referred to another shelter for security reasons.

Shelter Employees
In this period, the shelter employees continued their supervision with a specialist psychologist, as
they have for years. In addition, a specialist psychologist conducted child supervision in order to
strengthen the shelter’s work with children. In an effort to carry out the works in coordination with
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the activities of the solidarity center, regular meetings were held with the participation of social
workers in the Shelter and Solidarity Center. Due to the remote working during the pandemic, no
interns were admitted.

KNOWLEDGE- AND EXPERIENCE-SHARING
Solidarity with women who struggle for getting away from violence in Mor Çatı is the most important
source of information. The information we obtained from the experiences of women during
the interviews held at the solidarity center and shelter provides the opportunity to monitor the
implementation of tools to combat male violence and formulate policies. Besides, we share our
knowledge and experience in an effort to initiate a transformation in favor of women through visual
and written publications, workshops, events we attend upon invitation from various institutions and
meetings with official institutions.

Broadening the Network of Volunteers
Mor Çatı continues its struggle against male violence through a broad network of volunteers
consisting of women. In order to become a Mor Çatı volunteer, it is required to attend the Purple
Meetings and volunteer workshops organized periodically. Meetings and workshops aim at raising
awareness about gender and male violence. We give information on the history of the struggle
against male violence in Turkey, legal regulations, the work carried out with feminist methods in the
solidarity center and shelter, and we share our experience. Voluntary work not only contributes to
Mor Çatı, but it also helps us reckon with ourselves. In 2020, we received 1114 volunteer applications
via e-mail and phone or face-to-face. With the two volunteer workshops held in 2020, we aimed
for women who want to volunteer to get to know the Mor Çatı policies and to expand the solidarity
network on a feminist basis.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On January 15, a volunteer experience-sharing workshop was organized.
On May 5, we organized a Purple Conversation on “Feminist Social Policies”.
On September 5, we organized the Purple Meeting on “Gender”.
On September 19, we organized the second Purple Meeting titled “What is Feminism?”.
On October 3, we organized the third Purple Meeting under the title “Rights Violations and
Our Legal Achievements”.
On October 17-18, we organized the Volunteer Workshop.
After the Volunteer Workshop, between November 17 and December 22, we organized an
experience-sharing and orientation workshop with volunteers who wanted to provide one-on-one
support to women who were subjected to violence. We provided support to volunteers in issues
such as communication skills and crisis situations as well as service maps and resources.
At the Purple Meeting organized on December 10, we discussed the history and structure of
Mor Çatı.

•
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30th Anniversary
Campaign
In 2020, we celebrated not only the 30 th
anniversary of Mor Çatı, which was founded
by feminists, and which aims at strengthening
women’s solidarity against male violence since
day one but also our solidarity. Even though we
could not organize the events through which to
come together because of the pandemic, we
have produced works that show our solidarity
with Mor Çatı volunteers and supporters.
The idea behind our video, which we called “It
is possible to change”, that we prepared for
our 30th anniversary emerged from our feminist
struggle, our achievements, and the strength
we derive from each other. When we said it is
possible to change, we emphasized what we
have changed. In 30 years, we have changed the
perception regarding male violence, definitions,
laws, and lives. All this change took place thanks
to women’s struggle. Women have struggled
and are struggling against male violence both
on the streets and in their own lives.
We contacted with various Istanbul municipalities
for the campaign visuals to be put up on outdoor
billboards. Our visuals took their places on the
streets thanks to the support of the Istanbul
Metropolitan Municipality as well as the
municipalities of Adalar, Avcılar, Bakırköy,
Beşiktaş, Beylikdüzü, Beyoğlu, Büyükçekmece,
Esenyurt, Küçükçekmece, Maltepe, and Şişli.
Various artists joined our solidarity in our
30th anniversary. With the initiative of artist
Serra Tansel, many artists came together
and established an artistic solidarity. Artists
who took part in this solidarity with their
artworks priced their works at a discounted
price. Revenue generated by the sales of these
artworks between December 8 and January 8
will be used for Mor Çatı struggle for women
and their children to build a life free of violence.
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For the 30th anniversary of
Mor Çatı, ten designer women
came together with the call
of Mor Çatı volunteer Deniz
Marşan. The designers involved
in the T-shirt project with
their designs to establish
solidarity with Mor Çatı and
support the combat violence
against women. We designed
and printed a special “Mor
Çatı 30th Anniversary Stamp”
for the remembrance of the
30th anniversary of Mor Çatı’s
establishment.
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Assembly of Women’s Shelters and Solidarity
Centers
Assembly of Women’s Shelters and Solidarity Centers was held for the first time in 1998 in Istanbul
under the title of the “First Women’s Shelters Assembly” in observance of the November 25th
“International Day to End Violence Against Women” after Mor Çatı’s call to women who were active
in the struggle against violence against women across Turkey. It was renamed the ‘Assembly
of Women’s Shelters and Solidarity Centers’ in the 5th Assembly taking place in 2002. Held in a
different province every year since 1998, the Assembly aims to create a space for sharing experiences
in combating violence against women, to identify a common set of politics, and set up a lasting
communication network between organizations and institutions.

•
•

On April 16 and April 25, we held online the Women’s Shelters and Solidarity Centers Interim
Assembly, of which we are a member.
On May 28, we disseminated on social media the campaign titled “Male violence is not
novel, imprudence is not normal!” which was opened to the signature of other institution of the
Assembly of Women’s Shelters and Solidarity Centers.
On August 28, we shared our statement titled “Women are the main party of the Istanbul
Convention debates” prepared by the members of the Assembly of Women’s Shelters and
Solidarity Centers.
We held the Assembly of Women’s Shelters and Solidarity Centers on November 7-10.
On November 25, we have disseminated the Concluding Declaration of the 23rd Assembly of
Women’s Shelters and Counseling Centers”.
On May 14, July 27, August 12, September 28 and December 17, we attended the monthly
meetings of the Assembly of Women’s Shelters and Counseling Centers.

•
•
•
•

Meetings with Women’s Organizations and
Non-Governmental Organizations
We continue our struggle against violence against women in different parts of Turkey in communication
with women’s and non-governmental organizations that take part in this struggle, by learning from
each other. To this end, we attend the meetings that we are invited to and share experience and
information with each other.

•
•
•
•

On January 7, we had a meeting with Rosa Women’s Association and shared experience.
On January 15-16 we participated in the “Roundtable on Improving Legislation” organized by
Red Umbrella Sexual Health and Human Rights Association.
On January 28, we held a meeting with YADA Foundation about their research on women who
are neither in employment not in education and training.
On January 28, we held a meeting with Amnesty International Turkey about the campaign
they will prepare on women’s rights.
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•

On February 13, we attended the “Women’s Counselling and Solidarity Center Publicity
Meeting” which inaugurated its activities in cooperation with Mavi Kalem Social Assistance and
Solidarity Association and the German International Cooperation Agency (GIZ).
On February 20, we attended TAP Foundation’s (Turkey Family Health and Planning
Foundation) workshop on “Access to Reproductive Healthcare Services for Women and Girl with
Disabilities and Combating Gender-Based Violence”.
On February 27, we participated in the publicity meeting of the csdestek.org by the
Association for Struggle against Sexual Violence.
On March 6, we participated in the workshop titled “Intersectoral Strategic Cooperation
in Supporting Migrants’ Access to the Right to Health” organized by the Migrant Solidarity
Association.
On April 29, we conducted an interview on abortion policies as a part of the Karakutu
Association’s Memory Journey Program.
On April 30, we attended Zoom meeting titled “Covid-19 - Organizational/Institutional Needs
of NGOs, Municipalities and Bar Associations in Combating Violence against Women” convened by
the UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund).
On May 21, we attended the National Democratic Institute (NDI) event titled “Social Benefit
Program”.
On August 13, we attended the male violence and feminism workshop by Beşiktaş Interact
Club.
On July 20, we made a presentation titled “Approaching Male Violence with Mor Çatı
Methods” at the workshop by TMMOB’s (Union of Chambers of Turkish Engineers and Architects)
İzmir branch.
On July 29, we attended the meeting for situation analysis on discrimination in Turkey by
TOHAV (Foundation for Society and Legal Studies) and EHID (Association for Monitoring Equal
Rights).
On August 20, we made a presentation titled “Approaching Male Violence against Women
with Mor Çatı Methods” to the Izmir Branch of Women Engineers Commission of the Chamber of
Mechanical Engineers.
On August 24, we attended the Mersin Kızkalesi Rotaract Club’s event titled “Mechanisms for
Preventing Violence against Women and the Istanbul Convention”.
On August 5, we held a meeting on Dating Violence Roundtable meeting with experts who
work with young people and discussed the concept of dating violence.
On August 26, we held an experience-sharing workshop with You Won’t Walk Alone.
On August 27, we attended the seminar on “Social Work and Solidarity at Mor Çatı Women’s
Shelter Foundation” with Youth Social Service
On August 27 and September 2, we attended webinars on approaching violence against
women with Mor Çatı methods by TMMOB.
On September 15, we held a meeting with Amnesty International on the Istanbul Convention
campaigns.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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•

On October 22, we participated in the roundtable event within the scope of the Project
of Strengthening the Monitoring Capacity of Non-Governmental Organizations for Monitoring
the Practices and Policies of Child Marriages, Early Marriages and Forced Marriages of the
Association for Monitoring Gender Equality.
On November 13, we issued an opinion on violence against women, femicide, and sexual
abuse in Turkey with the Raise the Voices Association.
On November 21, we attended the webinar titled “the Istanbul Convention and Our Actions” at
the 2nd Festival of Combating Violence against Women, organized by Women’s State of Solidarity
Association (DAKAH-DER).
On November 25, we gave a presentation on dating violence as part of the November 25th
events by the Gaziantep İpekyolu Interact Club Human Rights Committee.
On November 25-26-27, we attended the EU TACSO Information Activism, Data Collection
and Data Management Networking and Experience Sharing Meeting and gave a presentation titled
“From Women’s Solidarity to Feminist Politics: Monitoring and Policy Making Experience in Mor
Çatı”.
On November 26, we talked about our psychological support activities with the volunteer
team of the Istanbul Psychoanalysis Association.
On November 27, we attended the webinar by ETKINIZ EU Program on “Monitoring ECtHR
decisions: Opuz class action cases” and shared our shadow writing process.
On November 30, we attended the first meeting of the “Women’s Organizations and Local
Initiatives Meeting” of the AÇEV (Mother Child Education Foundation) Fatherhood Studies Unit.
On December 1, we organized an event with the Pendik Soroptimist Club on “Violence against
Women during the Pandemic: The Mor Çatı Experience”.
On December 2, we gave a speech at the panel titled “Violence against Women and Refugee
Women” organized by UNDP.
On December 19, we attended the second meeting of the “Women’s Organizations and Local
Initiatives Meeting” of the AÇEV Fatherhood Studies Unit.
On December 19, we attended the meeting of the Women’s Coalition.
On December 24, we attended the CEDAW 8th Shadow Report meeting with CEDAW Civil
Society Execution Committee.
On December 28, we attended the National Democratic Institute (NDI) meeting on “Mobilizing
Local Responses to Combat Violence against Women”.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

International Meetings
We continue our struggle against violence against women by learning from each other and
communicating with women who continue this struggle in different parts of the world. As Mor Çatı,
we share our knowledge and experiences by participating in meetings and conferences organized
by the networks we are invited or of which we are a member.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On February 24, we attended a meeting with GBV Global Initiative about their projects on
post-violence psycho-social support.
On March 11, as part of SG Istanbul Accueil’s March 8 event, we shared our experiences on
women’s struggle in Turkey and in the world.
On April 16, we shared our experiences by participating in the online event titled “The current
political situation and policy making with focus on the status of women” organized by the WAVE
Network.
On May 11-13, we attended the WAVE Network’s Advisory Board Meeting.
On June 19, we attended the meeting of the Danish Refugee Council on the barriers faced by
women who are exposed to violence in accessing employment opportunities.
On June 25, we attended the Second Workshop by the National Democratic Institute (NDI)
organized to strengthen interaction between local government and civil society actors.
On September 16, we organized an event on femicide with Girl Up Amoyan (a United Nations
Foundation initiative), an initiative of young women in India.
On September 29-30, we attended the WAVE Multidisciplinary Training.
On October 7-8, we attended the 22nd WAVE Network conferenced which was organized online
this year due to the pandemic.
On November 14, we attended the Freja Forum with a presentation titled “the Covid-19
Pandemic and Violence Against Women in Turkey”.
On December 4, we attended the “Strength-Based, Needs-Led (SBNL) Approach” training
organized by WAVE.
On December 7, we participated in the workshop titled “Local Struggles and International
Strategies: Experiences from Poland and Turkey” organized by the Memory Center Berlin and
shared information on the Istanbul Convention and male violence.
On December 8, we attended the webinar titled “Challenging the patriarchy with the crowds”
organized by the Memory Center Berlin as a presenter.

European Union and Consulates
We organize meetings with European Union institutions and consulates of different countries in order
to share our experiences in our struggle against violence against women as well as the information
and experiences about the support that non-citizen women in Turkey need in combating violence.

•
•
•
•
•

On March 9, we attended the reception of the German Consulate on March 8 and gave a speech.
On June 25, we attended the needs analysis meeting of the European Union and the Council
of Europe within the scope of the “Project for Fostering a Comprehensive Institutional Response
to Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence in Turkey”.
On September 28, we shared our opinion to the rapporteur of the Equality Committee of the
Parliament of the European Council on the fight against femicide.
On September 29, we had a meeting with the rapporteur of the Committee on Non-Discrimination
and Equality of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe on “honor” killings.
On October 1, we attended the “European Council Monitoring Meeting of the Project for
Fostering a Comprehensive Institutional Response to Violence Against Women and Domestic
Violence in Turkey” organized by the Council of Europe.
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•
•
•

On October 9, we attended the Dutch Consulate lunch.
On October 27, we had a meeting with the Embassy of Colombia about a cooperation regarding individuals who have dual citizenship and who are victims of violence.
On November 30, within the scope of the “Project for Fostering a Comprehensive Institutional
Response to Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence in Turkey” carried out in partnership
with the European Union and the Council of Europe, we attended a meeting on violence against
women and administrative data collection and analysis on domestic violence.
On December 1, we shared information about male violence against women and the Istanbul
Convention at the meeting attended by the European Parliament Turkey Rapporteur.
On December 4, we had a meeting with Daria L. Darnell, the US Consul General in Istanbul,
on the occasion of the 25th November, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against
Women and within the scope of the UN Week against Gender-Based Violence.
On December 17, at the meeting we held with the Mexican we talked about the support
mechanisms for Mexican women in the face of violence they experience in Turkey.

•
•
•

Meetings with Municipalities and State
Institutions
We had meetings on women’s counseling centers and shelters, which are the most important tools
in the fight against violence, to increase the budget allocated by local governments and public
institutions to this area, to open such units, to increase the number, quality, and capacity of their
existing units, and to support the work of local women’s organizations in the area in question.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On January 8, we attended the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Planning Meeting.
On January 15-16, we organized an experience-sharing workshop with the Istanbul
Metropolitan Municipality “Post-Shelter Life Home” employees.
On January 20, we organized with the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality (IMM) an Experience
Sharing Workshop with Social Workers.
On January 23, we attended the meeting of the Küçükçekmece Municipality Directorate of
Women and Family Services.
On January 28, we had a meeting with the Sarıyer Municipality Women’s Counseling Unit.
On January 31, we attended the 2nd Regular General Assembly of the Istanbul City Council.
On March 3, we attended the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Local Equality Workshop.
On June 4 and December 11, we had a meeting with the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality
Local Equality Action Plan consultants and shared about locally combating violence against
women.
On July 8, we attended the meeting in which CHP Chairman Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu came
together with women’s NGOs via Zoom.
On July 13, we held an online workshop with the staff of Bodrum Municipality Women’s Shelter.
On September 11, we attended the Coordination Meeting of the Istanbul Metropolitan
Municipality Department of Social Services.
On October 6, upon invitation by the IMM City Council, we attended the budget meeting of the
IMM Social Services Department.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On October 20, we participated in the “Fourth National Action Plan Preparation Workshop on
Combating Violence against Women” as part of the preparations for the Fourth National Action
Plan.
On November 23, we attended the training meeting within the scope of IMM’s Women’s
Support Hotline In-House Online Training Program.
On November 25, we participated in the Institute Istanbul’s program within the scope of the
th
25 November events and shared information about male violence against women, the Istanbul
Convention and expectations from local governments.
On November 25, we attended the opening of Şişli Municipality’s Women’s Solidarity Center.
On November 25, we attended Bodrum Municipality Life Talks program within the scope of
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.
On December 15-17, we organized an experience-sharing workshop with Avcılar Municipality
Women’s Counselling Center.
On December 22, we had a meeting with the Beşiktaş Municipality Directorate of Women and
Family Services.
On December 24, we had a meeting with the officials of the Beyoğlu Municipality Directorate
of Public Relation Head of NGO Unit.

Meetings with Bar Associations and Lawyers
We organize workshops and seminars with bar associations and lawyers to advance women’s
access to justice and endorse pro-women approach among lawyers.

•
•

On January 31, we had a meeting with the Istanbul Bar Association about the functioning of
legal aid offices.
On July 4 and July 11, to discuss different practices we held two focus groups with the
participation of lawyers working in the legal aid offices of Istanbul, Balıkesir, Nevşehir, Ordu, Rize,
Denizli, Trabzon, Kütahya, Aksaray, Samsun bar associations and with lawyers who are members
of the women’s associations about the legal support given to the women exposed to violence.
On November 23, we had an in-depth interview with Aylin Moralıoğlu, Istanbul Bar
Association Beyoğlu Legal Aid Unit Principal Attorney, as part of our research titled “Women’s
Access to Justice: Monitoring the Implementation of Laws against Violence against Women”.
On December 19-20, we organized a two-day Experience Sharing Workshop with Lawyers
who take cases from Legal Aid Lawsuits.

•
•

Workshops with Social Workers and Psychologists
We organize workshops to raise awareness of social workers and psychologists on violence
against women, to render work with women exposed to violence more effective, and to support
them about methods of coping with secondary trauma. In the workshops, we ensure that
social workers and psychologists working in public, municipal, non-governmental or women’s
organizations evaluate the work carried out in the struggle against violence against women, to
reveal good practices and to provide solutions to complex situations.

•
•

On June 20, we participated in the workshop on Trauma-focused Psychosocial Support Team.
On July 9, we had a meeting with Psikomore psychological counseling center.
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•
•
•
•

On November 19-20, we organized a workshop for IMM women’s support network advisors on
prevention and intervention methods regarding violence against women.
On November 21-22, we organized Social Workers Workshop.
On December 23, we had a needs assessment meeting to maintain communication with the
Social Workers Workshop participants.
On December 25-26-27, we organized a “Psychological Support Workshop in the Field of
Violence Against Women” for psychologists active in the field.

Activities for Youth
In addition to attending conferences held at universities, we have the chance to contact and share
experiences with young people through meetings, interviews, and panels with high school and
university students.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On January 2, we gave a presentation titled “Social Work with Feminist Method and
Approach” at the 1st Social Work Conference held at Nişantaşı University.
On January 2, we participated in the social work conference of Nişantaşı University Social
Work Club.
On February 28, we talked about male violence at the event organized by the Notre Dame de
Sion French High School Social Assistance Club.
On February 29, we made a presentation on male violence at the training camp organized by
the Union of Medical Students of Marmara University Faculty of Medicine.
On March 9, we made a presentation on the forms of violence, the cycle of violence, and our
legal rights on the March 8th events at Istanbul Kültür University.
On March 9, we attended the event by the Marmara Pharmacy Student’s Club, affiliated to the
Marmara Faculty of Pharmacy, within the scope of the March 8th events.
On March 9, we attended the Women Workshop as part of the March 8th activities of the
Human Rights and Constitutional Law Research Student’s Club of Marmara University Faculty of
Law.
On March 10, we attended the workshop of the Turkish-German University Gender Studies
Club themed “Types of Violence and Ways to Protect from Violence”.
On March 12, we participated in the panel organized by Istanbul Kültür University Women and
Social Studies Unit.
On March 24, we attended the Yeditepe University Clinical Psychology student’s class.
On April 11, we held a Dating Violence workshop for SociAll Up, Istanbul University
Entrepreneurship Club.
On April 27, we shared our experiences on “Being a Psychologist in a Women’s Shelter” at
the event organized by Turkish Psychology Students Working Group of Istanbul Local Organization
Social Responsibility Team.
On June 30, we attended a workshop held by Sabancı University Sexual Harassment
Committee.
On July 6, we attended the event on combating male violence during Covid-19 organized by
Doğuş University Women’s Studies Application and Research Center.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On August 31, we shared our experiences with a group of students from Özyeğin University
on “Which procedures are followed when women who have been subjected to violence move out of
the shelter”.
On September 9, we came together with the students of Data Science for Social Benefit
Programme.
On October 6, we met with students from Özyeğin University about the project on combating
male violence.
On October 6,7,9,19, and 26, we talked about dating violence with young people from Robert
College.
On October 16, we attended the “Voices from the Field for the Istanbul Convention” session
of the “Gender and Violence” webinar series organized by the Istanbul Bilgi University Gender
Studies Working Group (BİLGİGender).
On October 22, we participated in the “NGO Meetings 1: Mor Çatı” event of the Logos
Student’s Club, one of the student clubs of TED University.
On November 3, we attended the seminar titled “I Know Psychological Violence and I Protect
My Rights” organized by Işık University Psychological Counseling Center.
On November 8, we contributed to the research report by a student of journalism at Erciyes
University on violence against women and femicide.
On November 12, we made a presentation titled “Psychological Work in Combating Violence
Against Women: The Mor Çatı Experience” to METU Psychology Student Club.
On November 12, a student of Ankara University Faculty of Law interviewed us for the
bulleting prepared within the scope of Legal Clinics course.
On November 13, we attended the event organized by Celal Bayar University Optimum
Student’s Club and made a presentation on male violence against women.
On November 24, we gave a presentation on male violence as part of the November 25th
events of Istinye University Medicine Student Club.
On November 26, we participated in the conference titled “Is Everyone Equally Affected by the
Pandemic? Violence against Women and LGBTI+s” organized within the scope of the November
25th International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women events.
On November 27, we held a Mor Çatı experience-sharing workshop on male violence
against women within the scope of the 25th of November activities of Yıldız Technical University
Psychological Counseling Club.
On November 27, we participated in the Bilkent University Civic Awareness Project seminar
and had an interview on male violence against women and shelters.
On November 29, we attended the Turkish Psychology Students Working Group’s workshop
on “Dating Violence and Stalking from a Gender Perspective”.
On November 30, we attended the event of the Hatay Mustafa Kemal University Medical
Students’ Union and made a presentation on “What is violence, what are the types of violence and
its effects on women”.
On November 30, we attended the Kocaeli Medical Students Union Human Rights and Peace
Task Force’s event on “Psychological Aspects of Violence Against Women and Dating Violence” on
the November 25th International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.
On December 3, we had a panel with the students and graduates of the Department of
Occupational Health and Safety about the Istanbul Convention and male violence within the scope
of the “Health, Safety and Security Talks”.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On December 5, we met with Dicle University Faculty of Medicine on the December 5th
International Women’s Rights Day.
On December 8, we had a meeting with a group of students from Belgium concerning the
comparison of women’s rights between Turkey and Belgium.
On December 10, we attended Bilkent University Women’s Studies Student Club.
On December 15, we attended the Turkish Psychology Students Working Group of Istanbul
Local Organization Social Responsibility Team event themed “Being a Psychologist in a Women’s
Shelter”.
On December 17, we attended the “Awareness Raising Workshops” organized by the
Hacettepe Political Science and Public Administration Student Club.
On December 17, we talked about male violence against women at the event organized by
Hatay Mustafa Kemal University’s National Psychological Counseling and Guidance Students Club.
On December 24, we participated in the seminar titled “Mor Çatı Experience in Combating
Violence against Women” with Işık University.
On December 25, we talked about male violence against women in the event titled “We are
not afraid because we are speaking out now” organized by Çankaya University’s Social Assistance
Social Assistance and Solidarity Community (SOYDAT).
On December 25, we contributed to Istanbul University Social Responsibility Society’s about
the Mor Çatı experience, Law no. 6284 and the Istanbul Convention.

Interviews with Students and Research Meetings
In 2020, we have meetings with students and researchers from various domestic and international
schools including high school, university, graduate, and doctoral students. In these meetings held
by our universities, we shared information on gender, violence against women and the activities of
the solidarity center and shelter carried out by Mor Çatı.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On January 20, we had an interview for the doctoral research with a student from 9 Eylül
University Department of Business Administration.
On February 11, we had a meeting with Koç University Women’s Studies Center (KOÇ-KAM)
on the impact of our EU relations on NGOs.
On February 17, a student at Department of Sociology at Istanbul Medeniyet University on
the subject of her undergraduate thesis “The Approaches of Women Staying at the Shelter to the
Institution of Family”.
On February 17, a student from the Paris School of Social Sciences (Ecole des Hautes Etudes
en Sciences Sociales - EHESS Paris) had an interview with us for their doctoral thesis.
On April 24, we had a meeting on “Women’s Problems in Turkey and the direct and indirect
relations of Mor Çatı with the EU and EU institutions” within the scope of the undergraduate
thesis at the Department of Sociology at Mimar Sinan University.
On April 30, we had on interview on “Violence against Women” for a master’s thesis at Ghent
University.
On June 3, we shared our views on a research conducted at Biruni University Nursing
Department titled “The Impact of Domestic Violence Experience of Women Staying in Women’s
Shelters on Suicidal Ideas”.
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On June 25, a student from Istanbul University Women’s Studies Program had an interview
with us about their thesis research on “the Istanbul Convention and Law No. 6284”.
On September 15, we discussed “Traumatic Life Event Experience” within the scope of the
master’s thesis of a student at Hacettepe University Clinical Psychology graduate program.
On September 24, we shared our views on “Attitudes towards Advertisement for Reducing
Violence against Women” for the master’s thesis of a student at Marmara University Advertising
Department.
On September 25, we shared an opinion with Argetus Research Company on what is society’s
perception of women and the evaluation of policies and activities of women’s NGOs.
On November 6, with Akdeniz University Social Sciences Institute, we answered the questions
regarding the women’s NGOs use of new media (website, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram).
On November 11, a Bournemouth University student had an interview with us about femicide.
On November 17, we had a thesis interview with a Bahçeşehir University Clinical Psychology
graduate program student.
On November 18, we shared our opinion on the “Social Awareness about Violence against
Women” thesis by students of Gazi University Department of Statistics.
On November 18, we expressed our opinion on a Clinical Psychology thesis on “Violence
against Women” at Near East University.
On November 19, we had a meeting about both Mor Çatı works and the 23rd Assembly of
Women’s Shelters and Solidarity Centers in order to contribute to a doctoral dissertation.
On December 7, we had a meeting with a student from METU Department of Political Science
and Public Administration about collaborations between women’s organization in Turkey as part
of her doctoral research.
On December 8, we had a meeting with a graduate student at the Clinical Psychology
program at Bahçeşehir University for their research.
On December 18, we had an interview for the research project “Practical and Legal
Challenges faced by NGOs” carried out by EuroMed Rights.
On December 19, we shared our opinion about professionals working in gender-focused
NGOs within the scope of a thesis research at METU Gender and Women’s Studies Program.
On December 23, we had an interview with a student at Haliç University Clinical Psychology
Program for their MA thesis.
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Meetings with Private Sector

•
•
•
•
•

On February 28, we met with women executives of Microsoft Turkey regarding the diversity
and inclusion works of the company.
On March 6, we gave a speech about male violence against women as part of the March 8th
events organized by CMA-CGM Deniz Acenteliği Corp.
On June 22, we made a presentation to the Gittigidiyor team on male violence against
women.
On October 6, we made a presentation on male violence to Schneider Electric.
On November 28, we made a presentation to NephroCan Medikal on violence against women,
gender equality, and the activities of Mor Çatı.

Interviews
We publish press releases and express opinions to the press to inform the public about the fight
against violence and raise awareness, and to exert pressure on the institutions regarding both the
legal transformations in favor of women and the problems in the implementation of existing laws.
This year we delivered our opinions on various issues to different media outlets from Turkey and
around the world.

•
•
•
•

On January 6, together with women’s organizations and feminist organizations from all over
the country, we made a press statement titled “Child Abuse Cannot Be Pardoned”.
On January 17, we answered the questions of the Direnişteyiz website about the increase in
femicides, Law no. 6284 and the Istanbul Convention.
On January 24, we expressed our opinion on the bill about pardoning child abuse to Dazed, a
London-based youth publication.
On February 24, we expressed our opinion on the bill about the resolution of family disputes
through arbitrators in Bianet’s news article titled “Lawyers Object ‘Family Arbitration’: Where
there is no equality, there is no reconciliation”.
On February 25, we gave an opinion about the advice given by Diyanet guidance offices
to women who have been subjected to violence in the news article titled “Religious advice on
violence against women” published on DW Turkish on February 25.
On March 5, we had an interview with a French journalist under the title “Violence against
Women in Turkey - Current situation” to be published on their national blog.
On March 7, we gave an interview on the 30th anniversary of Mor Çatı in the news titled
“Women are under this ‘roof’ for 30 years” published on Hürriyet Pazar.
On March 8, we expressed our opinion on the content of the emergency action plan against
violence in the news article titled “Women, not Flowers” published in Hürriyet.
On March 8, we contributed with our data to the news article titled “The balance sheet of
being a woman in Turkey” published on DW Turkish.
On March 24, we delivered our opinion about the enforcement package on the amnesty
for sexual abuse in the news titled “Objection to the Enforcement Package: It will create an
Environment of Insecurity for Women and Children” published on Bianet.

•
•
•
•
•
•
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We expressed our opinion on the news article titled “From Women’s Organization to the
Government: Launch an Urgent Action Plan to Prevent Male Violence during Covid-19” that was
published on Bianet on March 24.
We gave our opinion on the news article titled “Femicide continues even in the presence of a
virus” published on the BirArtıBir Forum website on March 25.
On March 26, we commented on DİHA News Agency’s news, “Pandemic and Women’s
Shelter”.
On March 28, we expressed our opinion for the news titled “Male violence is increasing, the
state does not have a crisis plan” published on Birgün.
On March 31, we expressed an opinion on the current situation and what needs to be done
about male violence against women during the pandemic in the video broadcast of the Civil
Society Development Center.
We delivered our opinion on the news article titled “Male violence is increasing; the state
does not have a crisis plan” on Birgün on April 5.
We commented on the news article titled “Domestic violence is on the rise in the days
of coronavirus: What can women do to protect themselves from violence?” published on BBC
Turkish on April 8.
We commented on the article titled “Let’s give voice to women!” published in Hürriyet
newspaper on April 8.
On April 9, we participated in and shared our views in the program titled “Does Staying at
Home Protect Women from Violence?” organized by Kültürhane.
On April 10, we told the +90 Channel what needs to be done to combat violence against
women during the coronavirus pandemic.
On April 20, we expressed our opinion on the enforcement bill to Yeşil Gazete.
On April 24, we shared information about the mechanisms that women can apply when they
are exposed to violence in the program titled “Women’s Solidarity always keeps you alive under
all conditions” on Beşiktaş TV channel of Beşiktaş Municipality.
On April 25, we delivered our opinion on the news article titled “Institutions supporting
women in the pandemic should be improved” published on the media4democracy website.
On April 28, we gave an opinion on the impact of social policies on the struggle against
violence against women in the news titled “Employment Institutions Should Have a Special
System for Women who want to get away from violence” published on the Sivil Sayfalar website.
On April 30, we expressed our opinion on “Violence against Women in Corona Days” at the
Wednesday Talks of the Mülkiyeliler Birliği.
On May 5, we gave an interview to Demokrat Haber with the title “Parental violence against
young women increase during the pandemic”.
On May 13, we contributed to the news article titled “From the First Feminist Protest to date”
published on Gazete Kadıköy with the establishment story of Mor Çatı.
On May 14, we took part in the broadcast titled “Coronavirus Measures, Our Rights and
Legislation” on Küçükçekmece Municipality TV Channel.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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On May 22, we had an interview with The
Brand Age magazine about the increase in male
violence against women during the quarantine
period.
On June 4, we had an interview with Jin
News about the Emergency Action Plan against
Violence against Women Campaign of the
Assembly of Women’s Shelters and Solidarity
Centers.
We expressed our opinion for the
news article titled “Women are left alone
and portrayed as responsible for violence”
published in the Sunday Supplement of Hürriyet
on June 21.
On June 29, we attended the Oy ve Ötesi
(Vote and Beyond) podcast and shared our views
on the pandemic and violence against women.
On July 3, we shared our views to Hürriyet
regarding the news that a celebrity man
committed violence.
On July 7, we shared our opinion to Halk
TV about our statement titled “Confidentiality in
Women’s Shelters is a Matter of Safety”.
On July 9, we shared our views about
women’s shelters to Jin News Agency.
On July 9, we contributed to the news
article “Women’s shelters arbitrate between
women and perpetrators of violence and send
them back” published on T24.
On July 10, we participated in Medyascope
TV’s This Week in Turkey program and shared
our views on the debates about pulling out of
the Istanbul Convention.
On July 12, we gave our opinion for
the news article titled “Women are neither
responsible for nor guilty of violence” published
in Milliyet.
On July 23, we shared our views about the
discussions of withdrawing from the Istanbul
Convention for a news article published on
MiddleEast Eye.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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On July 24, we were the guests of the
program “Hikayenin Her Hali” broadcast on
Açık Radyo, and we gave our opinion on the
discussions about pulling out of the Istanbul
Convention.
On July 28 and 29, we expressed our views
on the discussions of withdrawing from the
Istanbul Convention on the feminist website
5Harfliler.
On August 5, we answered the questions
of Hyperallergic, an international art magazine,
about the Mor Çatı experience of struggle
against male violence.
On August 5, we expressed out opinion on
the discussion of withdrawing from the Istanbul
Convention on the radio program The World.
On August 5, we answered the questions
of the German News Agency DPA about male
violence in Turkey.
On August 6, we gave an opinion on the
Istanbul Convention protests to the social
media channel Storyful.
On August 6, we shared our opinion on the
violence experiences of young women to the
BBC My World program.
On August 7, we shared our views on male
violence, the Mor Çatı experience, and the
Istanbul Convention to the Yeni Özgür Politika.
On August 7, we gave an opinion to
Berliner Zeitung on the debates about the
withdrawing from the Istanbul Convention.
On August 11, we had an interview with
the PlumeMag website about male violence,
the Mor Çatı experience, and the Istanbul
Convention.
On August 11, in the move “Remember
that Crowd”, which was produced as part of
Altyazı Fasikül’s #insideout series, director
Güliz Sağlam read parts of our reports on
malpractices while keeping track of the women
who took to the streets against male violence
during the pandemic.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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On August 24, we had an interview with
the Yeditepe University news agency about the
Istanbul Convention.
On September 4, we gave an interview to
Rai, the Italian state television.
On September 12, we answered Gün
Medya’s questions about “Male Violence and
the Istanbul Convention”.
On September 15, we shared our views on
the subject of “traumatic life event experience”
for an MA thesis at Hacettepe University
Clinical Psychology Program.
On September 17, we gave an interview for
KafkaOkur magazine titled “What women who
have been and might be exposed to violence
can legally do?”
On October 7, we were guests at in the
Yıldız Tozu (Start Dust) podcast where we
discussed debates about withdrawing from the
Istanbul Convention.
On October 21, we were hosted in the
podcast called “Academy for Life” and gave our
opinion on the discussions about withdrawing
from the Istanbul Convention.
On October 26, we had an interview with
Amnesty International about women defending
their lives.
On November 9, we had an interview with
Kısadalga.net about the psychological state of
children whose mothers have been killed by
their fathers.
On November 22, we gave an interview to
Milliyet with the title “Mor Çatı is Stronger in its
30th year”.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On November 22, we expressed our
opinion for the news article titled “We will raise
our voices and we will never walk alone” on the
Hürriyet Sunday supplement.
On November 22, psikomore podcast
hosted us in the “Combating Male Violence in
2020” episode.

•
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On November 24, we gave an interview
of BirGün within the scope of 25th November
International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women.
On November 24, we were the guests of
the news article about violence against women
published by France 24.
On November 25, we expressed our
opinion on the 23rd Assembly of Women’s
Shelters and Solidarity Centers for the news
article “Feminist Struggle and Women’s
Solidarity Grow Despite Obstacles and
Restrictions!” on Sivil Sayfalar.
On November 26, Bianet features Mor
Çatı’s 30th anniversary press statement and
film.
On November 26, a feminist website Çatlak
Zemin featured Mor Çatı’s 30th anniversary
press statement and film.
On November 26, we participated in
the November 25th International Day for
the Elimination of Violence against Women
broadcast organized by the Institute Istanbul.
On November 26, we participated in
Bodrum Municipality Life Talks program as part
of the November 25th International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women.
On November 27, Gazete Karınca featured
our 30th anniversary press statement and film.
On November 29, Ekmek ve Gül (Bread and
Roses) our 30th anniversary press statement
and film.
On November 30, we gave an interview
with the Mesopotamia News Agency about the
30th anniversary of Mor Çatı.
On November 30, we participated in the “A
Woman” program on Medyascope TV and told
our 30-year struggle.
On December 1, we gave an interview to
Jin News about the 30th anniversary of Mor Çatı.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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On December 3, we attended Radio
Shema’s live broadcast for the November 25th
International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women.
On December 9, we gave an interview
about types of violence to the MediaRöportaj
website.
On December 13, we shared our views
on the definition of sexual harassment in the
news article titled “Violation of boundaries is
harassment” published on Milliyet.
On December 18, we gave an interview on
the types of violence to DİHA News Agency.
On December 18, we had an interview with
the Mesopotomia News Agency on violence and
types of violence.
On December 22, we shared our views for
the article titled “Demands for shelater are
prevented by intimidating and bad practices”
published on Artı Gerçek.
On December 27, Canan Arın, one of the
founders of Mor Çatı, took part in Values of
Turkey series prepared by DW Turkish.

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Our Publications - New and Revised

In February 2020, we revised our book
Women’s Solidarity against Male Violence with
Questions and Answers.

In October 2020, we revised our brochure
“Law No. 6284 on the Prevention of Male
Violence” considering the needs of migrant
women. The brochure was published in
Turkish, English, Arabic and Persian.

We revised the content of and reprinted our
book “Coping with Male Violence: Social
Worker Volunteer Handbook”.

MOR ÇATI
KADIN
SIĞINAĞI
VAKFI

MOR ÇATI
KADIN
SIĞINAĞI
VAKFI

MOR ÇATI
KADIN
SIĞINAĞI
VAKFI

MOR ÇATI
KADIN
SIĞINAĞI
VAKFI

ERKEK
ŞİDDETİNE
KARŞI DUR!
YAŞAMI DEĞİŞTİR!

KADINA YÖNELİK
ŞİDDETLE
MÜCADELEDE
SIĞINAKLAR

ÇOCUK İHMALİNİ VE
İSTİSMARINI ÖNLEMEK
ELİMİZDE!
SESSİZ KALMA, SUÇA
ORTAK OLMA!

CİNSEL ŞİDDETİ
DİLE GETİRMEK
GÜÇ AMA
MÜMKÜN

1

In December 2020, we printed again our thematic brochures “Stand against Male Violence!
Change Life”, “It is in Our Hands to Prevent Child Neglect and Abuse!”, and “Speaking out about
Sexual Violence is Difficult but Possible”.
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